CHAPTER XII

THE PROHIBITIONS  AND  THE COLONISATION  OF  VIRGINIA.

THE want of sympathy which undoubtedly existed  between

James and the existing House of Commons had been shown

1609.      whenever the king's  financial difficulties had been

Probable .   treated of: and when Parliament met for another

opposition in                           '

Parliament, session, it would be those difficulties which would
have the-first claim on its attention. The root of the evil
lay deeper than in mere finance. It lay in James's habit of
treating all questions which came before him as if they were to
be decided by his own personal wisdom, without any reference
to the current of ideas which prevailed in the country at large.
He lived a life apart from the mass of his subjects, and by
failing to understand them he became unable to give them
that true guidance which is the highest form of service.

During the years which had elapsed since the last session,
a warm discussion had taken place on a constitutional question
which deeply affected the King's position in the state. Coke
had scarcely taken his place on the Bench when he
Coke on the sought to animate his colleagues with his own spirit
Bench. o^- opposition to all who in any way interfered with
the pre-eminent jurisdiction of the courts of common law. The
quarrel had indeed commenced before he became a judge. It
had frequently happened that the common law judges had
issued prohibitions to the Ecclesiastical Courts, in'order to'
compel them to proceed no further in the causes before them,
till they had proved to the satisfaction of the judges.that the
matter m hand was really one which ought to fall within